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From day one, John Deere listened to his customers. 
He knew their days in the field were long and tedious. 
Their work was interrupted by the constant need to 
scour the sticky prairie soil from their cast-iron plows. 
He watched and he learned. Then he went to work. 


In 1837, using a broken sawmill blade, 
Deere fashioned a polished steel plow 
that shed soil and made work easier 
for farmers settling the American 
prairies. In that way, he laid the 
foundation for a company that remains 
committed to that same idea — serving 
those who work the land. 


His plow solved the pioneers’ 
problem, but John Deere continued 
to refine it. According to an account 
bydohn Gould, his one-time partner, 
Deere “would make a plow, then go 
out and give it a trial, and if it did not 
work, he would take it to pieces and 
change the shape and try it again -.. 
Mr. Deere was a natural mechanic.” 


In 1848 Deere moved his growing 
business to Moline, Illinois. 
Situated on the Mississippi River, 
the town offered more options for 


transportation and power. It is still 
the home of the Deere & Company 
headquarters. 


Though Deere retained the title of 
president until his death in 1886, son 
Charles Deere took over management 
responsibilities in 1858. Charles ran 
the company for nearly 50 years. Other 
Deere family members wouid lead the 
company until 1982. Perhaps.this is 
one reason that the values exemplified 
by John Deere himself — Integrity, 
Quality, Commitment, and Innovation 
— have remained intact over the years 
and still guide the company today. 


Like our founder, we've listened to 
our customers and worked to meet 
their needs. Today, plows are just one 
of our many products — all designed 
to help our customers be more 
profitable and productive. 


“I will never put my name on a product 
that does not have in it the best that is in me.” 


—fetin Deere 


John Deere is best remembered for founding 
the company that bears his name. He was 
also an active member of the community, 
serving as mayor of Moline. 
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John Deere creates a 

successful self-scouring plow. 
The invention helps settlers 
open up the American prairies 
for farming and becomes the 
foundation of Deere & Company. 
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1867 


Deere gains international exposure 
when one of the company’s plows 
receives the “Grand Medal” at the 

“Paris International Exhibition. 

By,1878 Deere is printing catalogs 
“designed expressly for the export trade” 
in English, French, and German. 
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The MOST ACCURATE DROPPLANTER 
IN THE CYORLD. 


1874 


First version of the leaping deer trademark 
appears in an advertisement. The image 
evolves over the next 126 years to become 
the streamlined, upward-leaping deer that 
identifies the company today. 
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1869 


First Deere sales branch is 
established in Kansas City, Missouri. 
By 1889 a network of branches is 
bringing products to customers 
across the United States. : 
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After two years of strategic consolidation, 
the modern Deere & Company emerges. It 


counts planters, buggies, wagons, grain drills, 
and hay equipment among its products. 


1918 


1923 


Model “D” is the first John Deere 
tractor to use the John Deere name 
and the trademark green-and-yellow 
color scheme. 


After years of considering tractor production, 
Deere enters the market when it purchases 
the maker of Waterloo Boy Tractors. This new 
machine proves popular and becomes a 

core John Deere product. Today the company 
produces tractors for a variety of needs, 

up to more than 550 horsepower. 


1937 


Company celebrates its 
centennial with employee 
events, memorabilia, and 

a short film depicting the 
production of John Deere’s 
original steel plow. 
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1933 


Sales plunge in the midst of 

the Great Depression. Though 

it’s losing money, the company 
decides to carry debtor farmers as 
long as necessary, strengthening 
customer loyalty. 


1947 


The Model “M” Tractor is built at the new 
John Deere Dubuque Works. Two years later, 
equipped with a tracked undercarriage, the 
“M" becomes available as a crawler, called 
the “MC.” When a front blade is added, it 
becomes a bulldozer. The versatile product 


is a precursor to John Deere’s construction 
equipment business. 
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Deere goes global, building a small-tractor 
assembly plant in Mexico and buying a 
majority interest in a German tractor and 
harvester maker, Lanz. Today Deere does 


business worldwide. 
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1963 


snowblowers. 
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1960 


Four “New Generation of Power” tractor models 
are introduced. The completely new line of 4- and 
6-cylinder tractors offers more horsepower than 
the 2-cylinder models Deere had produced for 
more than 40 years. 
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Company enters the consumer market 


1971 


which is discontinued in 1984. 
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John Deere becomes the worldwide 
leader in the forestry business when 
it acquires Timberjack, a forestry 


equipment producer, and Waratah, 
a forestry harvester head manufacturer. 


2011 


Company introduces a record number of products 


“Nothing Runs Like a Deere” is first used ? globally, many featuring new lower-emission 
with the 110 Lawn & Garden Tractor to advertise snowmobiles. The slogan 
and attachments such as mowers and 


engines. Also, Deere proceeds with plans to 


lasts far longer than the snowmobile line, increase production capacity both in the U.S. and 


in critical growth markets around the world. 
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2010 


The 500,000th self-propelled combine, 
a 9870 model, rolls off the assembly 
line at John Deere Harvester Works in 
East Moline, Illinois. The factory began 
producing grain binders in 1912 and 
now manufactures the most powerful 
combines in the world. 
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More than 60,000 
employees around the 
world celebrate the 
company’s anniversary. 
For more information 

on our history, visit 
www.JohnDeere.com/175. 


175 YEARS OF BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 


From our modest roots — a one-man blacksmith 
shop where John Deere created his first self-scouring 
plow in 1837 — to the global company you know 
today, we're committed to those linked to the land. 


This is a commitment we demonstrate in every 
country where we do business. We find success in 
helping those who grow food, build roads, shelter 
families, and beautify surroundings. We're more 
than 60,000 strong — John Deere employees — and 
are proud to be making a difference in the world. 


That world is growing and changing at a rapid pace. 
The global population, which now stands at about 
seven billion, is expected to exceed nine billion 

by 2050. More than 70 percent of people are 
expected to live in cities by that time. John Deere 

is in a unique position to help our customers meet 
the needs of a global population growing in both 
size and affluence. 


Achievement of 175 years of success is a remarkable 
one that reflects favorably on generations of proud 
Deere employees and customers. Together, we've 
contributed to a better way of life and a future bright 
with promise and opportunity. That’s why we say, with 

* great pride and conviction, there has never been a 
better time to be associated with John Deere! 
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